
Chinchilla

(C. brevicaudata)

Sol and Luna

Habitat
Chinchillas are native to western
South America. They live in Andes
Mountain slopes at heights ranging
from 9 to 15 thousand feet. The
terrain is desert, with little flora and
a lot of rock. Chinchillas used to be
found all along South America's
western coast, but they're now
mostly confined to Bolivia, Peru,
and Chile.

Chinchillas have adapted admirably
to their chilly, arid highland
environment. Their fur is incredibly
dense, with an average of 80 hairs
per follicle, compared to one hair
per follicle in humans, and keeps
them well protected from the cold.

STEAM Facts
Science-                    Chinchillas can hear quieter
sounds than humans, which is why they
would bark even if you haven't heard
anything that could have bothered them.

                             The Chinchilla's fur is
thick because each follicle has more than
50 hairs coming out of it, so it's possible to
mimic their fur to make coats without
having to harvest them.

                            Scientists have
developed a machine that can convert
sound waves into images. This allows
researchers to see how sound travels
through space with their own eyes.
Researchers can study how the ear filters
sound waves by using this device on
chinchillas. This could lead to better
hearing loss treatments in the future.

                           Because of their soft fur,
Chinchillas are harvested to make coats
and blankets

             In captivity, chinchillas may live
between 15-20 years.
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About
Chinchillas

Care Information
Avoid having fingers next to their
mouth, long nails and jewelry
might be considered chew toys.
They need to stay below the
temperatures of 75 degrees, or
they may suffer due to heat and
even pass away. As their teeth
need to be filed down, chew
blocks, sticks, and hay help and
should be present. Limit to filling
the dust bath twice a week, as Sol
and Luna, will make a dust mess
out of their space.

Feeding List

Enclosure
The area must be secured when
leaving the space, they are curious
animals and when the door is left
open, they will venture out and
climb. If escaped, close room
doors and other exits/entries.
Tracking tips, a) follow the
droppings b) observe the edges
and corners of the room. Clean
sections of the bedding which
need attention daily/weekly. They
usually urinate/defecate in main
spots and are noticeable. 

The Short-tailed Chinchilla, along
with the Long-tailed Chinchilla, is
one of two chinchilla species. The
tail of this mouse is bushy, and it
has a silky coat and huge ears.
Their fur ranges in color from blue-
grey to pearl to grey. The
underside is yellow or off-white in
color. Chinchillas have a thick coat
that prevents water from
evaporating and allows them to
withstand chilly conditions. The
feet are big, with broad pads and
feeble claws. These rodents build
their burrows in rock fissures and
can readily move over rocks thanks
to their non-slip footpads.

Hay Grass

Leaves

Twigs


